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Education 

 
2022 - Winthrop University, 
Masters of Fine Art, Studio Art 
 2022 - Graduate Professoriate Certificate in Art Education, Winthrop University 
2019 - Rhode Island School of Design (RISD) 
Bachelor in Fine Art, Studio Art in Painting 

2019 - Concentration in Theory and History of Art and Design; Drawing 
2018 - European Honors Program - Rome, Italy 

 
 
Solo Exhibitions 

 
2025 the Void is a Field of Flowers, Chapman Cultural Center, University of South Carolina Upstate, Spartanburg, 

SC 
2022 Elevating the Queer Body, Lewandowski Gallery, Winthrop University, Rock Hill, SC 
2021 Thought-Forms, McLaurin Gallery, Winthrop University Rock Hill, SC 
 
 
Selected Exhibitions and Curation 

 
2024 Abstracts, Naturalist Gallery, Virtual 
2024 Annual Juried Show, Charlotte Art League, Charlotte, NC 
2023 Nutrient Rich, Goodyear Arts, Charlotte, NC 
2023 ArtFields 2023, ArtFields, Lake City, SC 
2023 Co-Curator, Fantasia, Cochrane Collegiate Academy, Charlotte, NC 
2022 Exposure, Lewandowski Gallery, Winthrop University, Rock Hill, SC 
2022 Everything Blue, Modern Visual Arts (MVA) Gallery, Bethlehem, PA 
2022 All Abstract, 311 Gallery, Raleigh, NC 
2021 Sensations, Rutledge Gallery, Winthrop University, Rock Hill, SC 
2020 Love Note Totes, Collaboration with Mess Collabs, New Orleans, LA 
2019 Born This Way, Canvas Art Gallery, Charlotte, NC 
2019 Curator of Love Me Tender, Memorial Hall, RISD, Providence, RI 
2019 Senior Show, Woods-Gerry, RISD, Providence, RI 
2018 Curator of Sprezzatura/Spazzatura, Palazzo Cenci, Rome, Italy 
2018 Curator of Hot and Bothered, Palazzo Cenci, Rome, Italy 
2018 The Forefather, The Sun, and The Omnipresent Spirit, Trinity Church, Newport, RI 
2018 Printersession, Benson Hall, RISD, Providence, RI  
2017 Junior Painting Show, Memorial Hall Gallery, RISD, Providence, RI 
2017 Drawing Marathon, Waterman Building, RISD, Providence, RI 
2017 Painterly Prints, Memorial Hall Gallery, RISD, Providence, RI 
2017 -isms, Design Center, RISD Museum, Providence, RI 



2016 Division of Experimental and Foundation Studies Triennial Exhibition, Woods-Gerry Gallery, RISD, 
Providence, RI 

2016 Curator of Remainders, Memorial Hall Gallery, Providence, RI 
2015 Billboard for Adams Outdoor Advertising, Charlotte, NC 
2015 Carolina Freedom Foundation, Charlotte, NC 
 
 
Residencies, Awards, and Publications 

 
2023 Project Studio Artist, Goodyear Arts, Charlotte, NC 
2023 Publication in Queer Arts Zine, Mess Arts, New Orleans, LA 
2022 Publication in Art in the Time of Corona™ | Vol. 3, Dab Art Co., Los Angeles, CA 
2022 Elevating the Queer Body, Thesis published in Digital Commons 
2022 2nd place in 3 Minute Graduate Showcase, Winthrop University, Rock Hill, SC 
2021 Charlotte Artist Spotlight, Picture Studios, Charlotte, NC 
2018 European Honors Program Recipient, Rome, Italy 
2018 Presidential Scholarship, Anderson Ranch, Aspen, CO 
2014 Marie Walsh Sharpe Summer Seminar, Colorado Springs, CO 
 
 
Work Experience 

 
2024 Curriculum Writer, Mess Arts, New Orleans, LA 
2024 Lead Instructor, Holt School of Fine Art, Charlotte, NC 
2023 High School Art Teacher, Cochrane Collegiate Academy, Charlotte, NC 
2022 Research Assistant for Michelle Livek, Winthrop University, Rock Hill, SC 
2022 Grassroots Instructor for “The Artist’s Way”, Virtual Learning 
2022 Painting 1 Teaching Assistant for Stacey Davidson, Winthrop University, Rock Hill, SC 
2019 Print Shop Technician, Rome, Italy 
2017 Foundations Drawing Teaching Assistant for Judy Glantzman, RISD, Providence, RI 
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Founder and CEO 
Mess Arts 
ness.messarts@gmail.com 
(425) 753-7217 
 
Madalyn Cowan 
Visual Arts Teacher-Middle Grades 
Cochrane Collegiate Academy 
madalyncowan@outlook.com 
(704) 778-5203 
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